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POLICE STATIONS — REGIONAL AREAS — LABOR PARTY RECORD 
188. Mr P.J. RUNDLE to the Minister for Police: 
I have a supplementary question. Can the minister also confirm that she will provide adequate resourcing for 
country stations, including retaining at least two sworn officers at each location? 
Mrs M.H. ROBERTS replied: 
I thank the member for that supplementary question. Is it not interesting, because in the short time that I have 
been back in the role, I have visited, I think, about 10 country police stations? Indeed, Mr Speaker visited the 
Albany station with me. Most recently, though, I was with the member for Pilbara in South Hedland, where they 
had been crying out for extra resources for years. They have been seeking more detectives, more officers and 
a police dog. I was able to announce that four detectives were already on the way, along with seven other 
officers and a trained dog handler. In week 1 in his job, the member for Pilbara raised that issue with me, and 
I raised it with senior police. I got the response that officers were going to be made available, and that we could 
provide that resource. It is taking some time, because we cannot just get a dog and a dog handler very quickly, 
but I believe that, sometime in the next few weeks, the dog handler and the dog will arrive. That will be a first 
for South Hedland Police Station. The member can be assured that I am very keen to support regional policing 
and our regional police officers. I want to see that they have the resources to protect and serve their communities. 
We are already well on the way towards doing that in South Hedland, and I will be moving right across the state 
supporting officers in regional areas where I can. 
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